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Positive steps forward

In 2021, MicroGrants helped 886 individuals take a positive step towards their future.

OUR MISSION

To spur economic self-sufficiency by giving strategic grants to  
low-income People of Potential through Partner Agencies.

Many hoped 2021 would mark a return to 
some kind of “normal,” but as COVID-19 
variants caused the virus to surge, we saw 
the ripple effects impact our communities 
— especially our most vulnerable. 

With change seemingly unrelenting and 
demand for services continuing to rise, 
MicroGrants has focused on resiliency and 
recovery. For recipients, a grant can mean 
the difference between a positive step 
forward or getting caught in a debt trap  
of pay-day or high-interest loans. Working 
with our partner organizations, we keep  

the process simple so grantees can move 
forward quickly and efficiently. In addition, 
Lights On! has continued to help stop the 
downward spiral that can start with some-
thing as simple as a burned-out tail light. 

Our team is dedicated to our mission of  
lifting up People of Potential. This is work 
that matters, and we are honored to be a  
part of building a better future.

Sincerely,

MicroGrants reviews grant  
applications and swiftly distributes 
funds to selected grantees.

Partner Agencies mentor recipients, 
monitor grant utilization, and report 
progress to MicroGrants.

Our more than 45 Partner Agencies 
train individuals for business and 
careers. Their relationships range 
from several weeks to several years. 

Partner Agencies identify their 
best-qualified clients for whom  
a grant will be a turning point in  
their lives and recommend them  
to MicroGrants. 

The MicroGrants process is possible because of the support of our generous donors.

OUR PROCESS
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Resilience 
HELPING INDIVIDUALS ADAPT TO CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES

A few months later, just weeks after 
starting a new job, he was sidelined 
by a heart attack. During his 
recovery, he began thinking about 
his business aspirations again  
and decided to make a plan. With 
funding from MicroGrants, Lamont 
was able to purchase a mower and 
trailer for his lawn care business. 
With contracts set for the coming 
summer season, he plans to offer 
snow removal when the seasons 
change, providing him year-round 
opportunities and the ability to 
scale as his business grows.

LAMONT
Referred by Hired

 183
GRANTS TO HELP PEOPLE START 
THEIR OWN BUSINESSES 

We are constantly inspired by the resilience of our 
grantees. No matter what life puts in their path, they 
are driven to overcome the challenge and follow 
their dreams. The MicroGrants team is honored to 
be a part of that journey and remains steadfast in 
our efforts to help individuals move forward.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

HIRED supports individuals 
and families so they can learn 
new skills and achieve their 
academic and career goals. 
Through individualized  
employment and career  
services, they help people 
find jobs that offer family-
sustaining wages and oppor-
tunities for advancement.

Hired is just one example of  
the more than 45 local agencies  
that MicroGrants is proud to  
partner with to identify and  
support grant recipients.

Working toward his 
dream of owning his own 

business, LAMONT took a 
job in customer service to 

support his family and 
save money to get his 

company up and running. 
When COVID hit, however, 

he left that role due to a 
health condition that 

made him more vulner-
able to serious illness. 



No matter how driven you are, finishing a degree,  
returning to the workforce or changing careers can be 
daunting if you don’t have the resources or support.

Ready for a career change, HASSAN enrolled in the Urban 
League’s tech job program. After receiving his credentials,  
he quickly received a great job offer, but like many others,  
was laid off when the pandemic hit. Taking advantage of the 
downtime, he decided to further his IT training and was 
accepted into a prestigious program, which required hefty 
tuition and expensive equipment. The Urban League helped 
him get a scholarship to cover the tuition, and MicroGrants 
provided funding to purchase the necessary laptop and 
technology components.

– HASSAN, referred by the Urban League

Without MicroGrants 
to assist with the cost 
of my educational 
fees, I would not be 
able to take the next 
step or be where  
I am today.
ERICA
Referred by Hired

Growth
PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR EDUCATION AND CAREER SUCCESS 

When her husband was 
diagnosed with Fronto-
temporal Dementia (FTD), 
ERICA — a nurse and mother 
of three — became his 
full-time caregiver. After 
his passing, she knew she 
wanted to return to her 
career, but needed to renew 
her certification and hoped 
to further her education. 
With MicroGrants’ help,  
she has begun completing 
continuing education 
credits and is working to 
enroll in a master’s program.321

GRANTS TO HELP PEOPLE PURSUE 
OR CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION
AND CAREERS



A spotlight was cast on Minneapolis after the murder of George Floyd 
that sparked a global conversation about how communities of color  
are treated by local law enforcement. 

While the masses were calling to disband the police, we knew that 
wasn’t the right solution for our communities. Lights On! is not the 
end-all, be-all to solving 
these deep, systemic 
issues, but we do offer  
a turn-key solution that can 
help transform a negative, 
costly stop for an equipment violation into a healing moment between 
an officer and a community member. It’s a start, and it’s making a 
significant difference.

Ticket issued  
for broken  
car light

Inability to pay 
fines on broken 
car lights

Potential jail  
time and revoked 
license or vehicle

Hurt instead  
of help

Increased law 
enforcement 
interactions  
and fines

Lights On! stops 
the downward 
spiral here

Transformation 
HEALING POLICE AND COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS 

2,134
LIGHTS ON! VOUCHERS  
REDEEMED IN 2021

6,179
LIGHTS ON! VOUCHERS  
REDEEMED SINCE 2017

Lights On!, our program 
that replaces tickets  
with repair vouchers,  
helps stop a downward 
spiral by transforming  
a traffic stop into a  
positive interaction  
and moment of healing. 

Equipment violation tickets inadvertently become a poor tax.THE 
DOWNWARD 
SPIRAL 1
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As law enforcement agencies flocked to Lights On! in 2021, 
so did the professional sports community. In March, we 
received a $20,000 grant from the Minnesota Vikings Social 
Justice Committee to expand our reach, and held a virtual 
conversation with Alexander Mattison, local community 
leaders and public safety officials to highlight the program.

In addition, we also established partnerships with the  
New England Patriots and Jacksonville Jaguars.

In 2021, Lights On!  
partnered with its  
100th law enforcement 
agency in Minnesota and 
established partnerships 
with agencies and auto 
shops in five additional 
states, including:

Florida, Nebraska, New 
York, Tennessee, and 
Wyoming

EXPANDING 
INTO 
ADDITIONAL 
COMMUNITIES PARTNERING WITH  

PROFESSIONAL SPORTS

  LIGHTS ON! PARTNERS        INTERESTED IN – OR IN THE PROCESS OF – PARTNERING



Financials Year ended December 31, 2021

Support and Revenues
Foundations and donor-advised funds	 $	 1,295,600	 $	 1,735,000	 $	 3,030,600	 $	 2,098,100 
Individual contributions		  601,383		  52,250		  653,633		  743,256
Corporate contributions		  8,300		  72,900		  81,200		  43,330
Investment income		  274		  –		  274		  2,356
In-kind revenue		  12,500		  –		  12,500		  –
Net assets released from restrictions		  1,804,363		  (1,804,363)		  –		  – 

Total support and revenue		  3,722,420		  55,787		  3,778,207		  2,887,042 

Expenses
Grant and program services		  2,425,075		  –		  2,425,075		  1,685,048 
Management and general		  114,917		  –		  114,917		  77,270 
Fundraising		  221,485		  –		  221,485		  196,781

Total expenses		  2,761,477		  –		  2,761,477		  1,959,099 
Change in net assets		  960,943		  55,787		  1,016,730		  927,943

Net assets - beginning of year		  1,141,226		  467,686		  1,608,913		  680,970 
Net assets - end of year	 $	 2,102,169	 $	 523,473	 $	 2,625,643	 $	 1,608,913

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES Without
Donor Restrictions	

With 
Donor Restrictions	

2021
TOTAL

2020
TOTAL

2021 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

MicroGrants ended 2021 in a solid financial position, with total 
assets increasing from $1,661,550 to $2,657,136. This million 
dollar increase was primarily attributed to the increase in our 
cash accounts to $2,627,598 at year end, the result of our 
change in net assets (Revenue less Expenses) of $960,943. 
Revenue increased from $2,611,995 for the year ending 
December 31, 2020, to $3,722,420 for the year ending 
December 31, 2021. This was primarily driven by a single, 
unbudgeted donation of $400,000, as well as a donation of 
approximately $500,000 from another donor who made their 
2022 contribution in December 2021. 

On the expense side of the business, Grants Awarded 
increased from $993,513 to $1,764,589 and Auto Repairs 
(Lights On!) increased from $126,623 to $165,912. 

Included in the Grants Awarded for 2021 was $428,000 in 
unauthorized payments to a vendor for grants to individuals 
that were discovered to be improper payments whereby the 
vendor may have personally benefited. MicroGrants engaged a 
forensic audit firm to audit the payments and the information 
has been turned over to the state’s attorney general’s office for 
further action. At this time, it is unclear if any amounts will be 
recovered. These payments were made during a short period of 
time during the pandemic when staff was working remotely. 
The individual responsible for the payments was terminated 
immediately, and the organization has installed new software 
to more closely monitor payments and added increased levels 
of authorization to prevent this from occurring again.

The organization maintains a separate set of accounting 
records for MicroGrants and Lights On to assure that no funds 
are intermingled and that each organization is self funded.

Assets
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 2,627,597	 $	 1,659,722 
Pledges receivable		  27,667		  –
Prepaid expenses		  1,871		  1,828 

Total current assets		  2,657,136		  1,661,550

Total assets	 $	 2,657,136	 $	 1,661,550

Liability and Net Assets
Current liabilities		  31,493		  52,637 

Net assets
Without donor restrictions		  2,102,170		  1,141,226 
With donor restrictions		  523,473		  467,686

Total net assets		  2,625,643		  1,608,913

Total liabilities and net assets	 $	 2,657,136	 $	 1,661,550

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

 2021 2020



Stuart I. Ackerberg
Advance Consulting LLC
Alliance Nebraska Police Department
Benjamin Anderson
Daniel W. & Alice Anderson
L & N Andreas Foundation
Anonymous — In memory  

of Daunte Wright
Dave & Sharon Arundel
Tim Asgrimson
Avocet Foundation / Broadway  

Ridge Place
Frank Babka
Karen Bachman
The Julie and  

Doug Baker, Jr. Foundation 
Lori Bakke
Linda & Victoria Balko
Baratz Family Foundation
Cedrick Barnes
Douglas Barry
Jim Bartholomew
Deb Baskin
James W. & Mary L. Bassett
Joseph & Mary Ann Bausman
Joan Bechtold
John Becker
Vondria & Randall Bergen
John & Ruth Bergerson  

Family Fund of TMF
Gary and Helen Bergren
Erica Anne Bergsland
Arnold W. Bigbee
Becca Bijoch

Mike Bingham
Birmingham, Dorsey Charitable Trust
Paul R. Bloom
John T. Blount
Barbara J. Blumer
Michael Louis Bochert
Mary Bolkcom
Terry D. Bongard, D.D.S.
Julie Brekke
Bremer Bank
The Otto Bremer Trust
Eric Brook
Conley Brooks Jr.
Erica Brooks
Thomas Brossart
John Bryant
The Burdick Family Fund of TMF
Robert & Gail Buuck
Ted Cadwell
John & Suzanne Calce
Caliber Foundation
Capital Impact Partners
Bruce M. & Jean A. Carlson
Daniel Carr
Heidi & Steve Caskey
Arun & Cecelia Caspram
Steven Castleton —  

For Saugerties Lights On!
Amy Causton
Kristin Charles
Chattanooga Police Department
Jerome & Ursula Choromanski
Jean Christensen
Simon Chunkath

CLB Foundation
Rusty & Burt Cohen
Michele Cohn
Jon Commers
Condon, Rose
Bruce & Karla Conley
Eric T.& Katherine M. Cooperstein
Ronald G. & Joan Cornwell
Robert & Eileen Corwin
John Cowles &  

Elizabeth Page Knudson
P. Doug & Theresa Weis Cramer —  

In memory of Tony Selvaggio
Steve J. Cramer & Deborah M. Brisch
John and Sally Cuningham
Lynda Czarnetzki
Christine Daniel
Brinsley Davis
Edward N. Dayton
Paula W. DeCosse
Leni Demik
Brendon Dennewill
Doran Construction Company
Adam Doty
Debbie Ducar
Dan Durdin
Jaye F. & Betty F. Dyer Foundation
Barbara Ego
Eisberg & Kline  

Charitable Fund of TMF
Kent Eittreim
Engelsma Family Foundation
Evansville Police Department
John L. & Linda Exline

Kurt & Linda Falkman
Salah A. & Suzanne M. Fattah
Fellow Inc
Cuthbert Fernandez
Kevin Filter
Amy Fisher
Loren & Leetta Flicker
Steve Flisk
Kathleen Fluegel — In memory  

of Daunte Wright
Barbara L. Forster
Charlotte M. Forsythe
Ron Fraboni
William French
Charles Frigard
Frey Foundation
Jennifer Gabbard
Deborah Gallagher
Ann Galloway-Egge
Heather Gardner
The Garrity Family Giving
Charles E. & Arlene Garrity
Erica Gates
Barbara Gilland
Gilligan Foundation
Tracy & Ann Godfrey
Katie Gottsch
Grace Lutheran Church
Jean & Robert Grams
Marcella Grandpre
Greater Twin Cities United Way
Robert A. Greene &  

Susan Presberg-Greene

Eric & Nancy Greenfield —  
In honor of Jim Luger

Charles Greenman &  
Bonnie Mulligan

John Grieman
Anne Grierson
Charlotte Griffith
Jeffrey P. & Karin E. Grosscup
Barbara E. Grossman &  

Jeffrey E. Prauer
Joanne Groten
Terry Guggenbuehl
H & M Kellogg Charitable Trust
Donald & Marion Hall
Alison Halley
Michael L. Hannan &  

Mina C. Ingersoll
Wendy Harris
Kathleen Havelin
Hawkins Family Foundation
The Head Family Foundation
John W. & Jean Hedberg
Jeffrey B. & Lucy Heegaard
Roger & Marge Heegaard
Lydia Hemmer
Hillswood Foundation
Hinck Charitable Trust
Ann Marie Hirsch and  

Eugene M. Link Fund
Michael & Judy Hohmann
Melinda B. Hoke
Arleen Hollenhorst
The Thomas Holtz Family Fund
Elizabeth Hosch

Douglas R. Houser
Constance Howe-Vielmetti
The Hubbard Broadcasting  

Foundation
John Hughes
C. Lee Humphries, Jr. &  

Susan Lee Genaw
Incarnation Lutheran Church
Andrea Jachman
Bonnie Jackelen
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
Harry & Lila Jacob Family Fund
T.L. & M.D. Johnson Charitable Fund
Allison A. Johnson
Bruce Johnson
Walter H. & Harriet W. Johnson, Jr.
Gary Johnson & Joan Hershbell
Lee & Jessica Johnson
Lucie Johnson
Susan M. & Larry Johnson
Thomas L. Johnson & Mary Dahlberg
David & Kathy Jungquist Fund
Michael Kaselnak
Pamela K. Kaufman &  

Dennis Keierleber
Ann C. Kay
Miriam Kelen
James J. & Suzanne Kelleher
Rafa Kern
Isaac Kerry
Dr. Gary King
Thomas Klein
John & Valerie Klosterman
Badrinath Konety, M.D., M.B.A.

The Krisbin Foundation Trust
Francis & Elizabeth LaFave
Margot Lair
Laissez-Faire Capital Partners
Paul & Beth Lareau
Mark & Susan Lasoff
Jennifer M. Lee
Steven & Melinda Lee
Katherine & Patrick Leighton
Allen and Kathleen Lenzmeier
Ilo E. & Margaret W. Leppik
Anthony Lervolino
Earlsworth Letang
Theresa Lippert
Bjorn Long
Ann Longfellow
Louis B. & Susan B. Loughren
Jim Lovestar
Tom & Mari Lowe
Dr. Phillip W. and Madeleine Lowry
Karen Lunde
M Lundquist
Carl & Evangeline Lundstrom
Michael D. & Eleanor A. Lyon
Macchia Family Foundation
Craig MacLeod
Joan Madden Charitable Fund
Marcus & Regina Magnuson
Ann Mahle
Monica Manning
Laurence J.& Karin Margolis
Stephen Marien
Frederick & Helen Markwardt
Vina Marquart

Thank you to our generous donors



Martin and Brown Foundation
Patricia Anne Martinson
Sara Matson
Emily Matthees
John J. & MaryAnne T. Mauriel Jr.
Michael W. & Kay McCarthy
Michael McCloskey
Bob & Polly N. McCrea  

Family Fund of TMF
Richard & Joyce McFarland
McGann Assoc. Charitable Gift Fund
Gerald McGee
Ann Kirby McGill
Joyce A. McMartin
The Jan & David McNair Family Fund
Judy Meath & Xandra Coe
Medtronic
Maureen Meier
Deborah Mielke
Richard Mikkelson
Minnesota Vikings, LLC
Peter Mitchelson &  

Judith B. Henderson
Emily Mohl
Michael & Jodi Mooney
Renae Morris
Philip A. Morton
Lisa Motz
Joe Nathan
Laurie J. Neff
Nelson Family Fund
Frank Neubecker
New Bedford Police Department
Deborah P. Newcomb

Jane Newman & Amy S. Lange
Jane Norris
Oak Grove Foundation
Oasis Ministries Group
Gwen Odney
Jessica Opheim
Opus Foundation
Phung Osborn
Gregory Page
Marcia Page
Bharat M. Parekh
John F. Parkos
Christine Parsons
Lian Partlow
Ethel (Maggie) Pastarr
Stephan J. & Mary S. Patnode
John Peloquin
Michael Penterman
Richard G. & Suzanne J. Pepin, Jr.
Katherine Perry
Laura Perticara
Anne B. Peterson
Neal Peterson and  

Deanna A. Thompson
Pfizer
Jay & Rose Phillips Family  

Foundation of MN
Bryce & Kelly Pier
Barbara Pogoler
Ted & Mary Jo Pouliot
Stephen Pratt — In honor of  

Walter & Harriet Pratt
Kile Price
Terese Radford

Curtis Rahman & Cindra Jurgensen
James O. Ramsland (FL)
Gary & Susan Rappaport
William & Joanne Reiling
J.W. & L.K. Rikkers
Becky Rintelmann
Dennis & Lynn A. Ritchie
Riverway Foundation
Beverly Roberts
Travis Robertson
Thomas G. Rock & Melissa Raphan
Kristin Rodeno
Steve Rothschild
Ann C. Russell
Jennifer Russell
James W. & Kay A. Thomas Rustad
Saint Paul Foundation
Samsara Foundation
Don Samuels
The Miriam Sanders Rev. Trust
Herve & Jennifer Sarteau
Jim Sauder
Town of Saugerties
Jim & Mary Schmid
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
Greg Schwab
Frank Selvaggio
Joe K. Selvaggio
Sam. Selvaggio
Colleen Shannon
Mike & Linda Shepherd
Mike Shepperd, PA
Michael T. Sherman
Michael Shoop & Joyce Prudden

William Silkett
Molly Simmons
Sit Investment Association  

Foundation Minneapolis
Kay & Jeff Slack
Chuck & Francelle Slocum
Smikis Foundation
Stephen Snyder
Elizabeth Songalia
Phil and Margaret Soran
Linda B. Soucie
Carol Sourtor
Kevin Spanbauer
Standard Heating & Air Conditioning
Jonathan Stark
The Steiner Family Fund of TMF
Robin Steinke
Georgia Stephens
Steven Sabes Foundation
Jill and Rich Stever-Zeitlin
Betsy Stites
Kimberly A. Strickland
Jerrie & William Sudderth —  

In honor of Jim Luger
Suffolk County
Barbara J. Swain
Tom H. Swain
Janice Swier
Target Foundation
Patricia Tennyson
Naomi P. & David P. Tetzlaff
The Anderson Foundation
The LeDoux Foundation
The Minneapolis Foundation

Lynne W. Thompson
Marlena M. Thompson
Thrivent Financial Foundation
DeAnn Thyse
Sharon Thyse
Sarah Tiano
John Tillotson
Tom Braun & Felicity Britton  

Fund of TMF
Aaron Tovo — In honor of  

Joe Selvaggio
Dr. Louise A. Town
Kari Treichel
Emily Tuininga
Turgeon Brough Family Fund
Anne Q. Ulseth
University of Maryland  

Police Department
Barbara Vaile
Jeremy Van’t Hof
Diedre Van Nest
Isaac D. Van Wert
Jose Velez
Gary Vig
Dennis L. & Debra J. Wagner
James & Alice Waldo
Archie D. & Bertha H. Walker 

Foundation
Alice & Fred Wall Family Foundation
Peter & Kay Walsh
Lateesa Ward
David & Mary Ann Wark
Scott Warmka
Watson-Forsberg

Thank you to our generous donors

Terrae Weatherman
Stuart Gordon Webb &  

Martha L. Roberts
E. Thomas & Rita D. Welch
Wells Fargo Bank
WEM Foundation
Thomas & Darlene White
City of Wichita
Michelle Wiebold-Tweet
Barbra Wiener, Wiener Fund  

of the Headwaters Foundation
Lisa Wiens Heinohn
Anthony C. & Nancy Winch
Valerie Wolff
Robert & Barbara Woodruff
Dori & John Wozniak
Margaret V.B. Wurtele
Elizabeth Yaeger
Philip Gilmore Young
William & Mary Zimmer
Dwight Zscheile



Meet our team
STAFFBOARD MEMBERS

Abou Amara
Attorney Gustafson Gluek PLLC 

Keiona Cook 
CEO, Lovely’s Sewing Collective

Adrian Coulter
Founder, XL Feet

Chuck Garrity
Member: Garrity, Tegeler and Varley Estate  
and Corporate Life Insurance

Robert Gottsch
Sales Associate at W.L. Gore & Associates

Don Hall**

Retired Financial Analyst and Stockbroker

Allen Lenzmeier**

Retired President & COO of Best Buy

Stacia Nelson
Founder & CEO, Pivot Strategies

Tom Rock**

Partner at Merced Capital, L.P.

Joe Selvaggio**

Founder of PPL, 1% Club and  
Founder/Chairman Emeritus of MicroGrants

Tom Welch**

Board Chair, Principal and Owner of  
Palisade Asset Management, LLC

** Executive Committee Members

Don Samuels was named  
one of Twin Cities Business’ 
Notable BIPOC Executives 2021.

FIRST ROW  left to right

Don Samuels  Chief Executive Officer

Pam Kellenberger  Business Director 

Sherman Patterson  Lights On! Vice President

SECOND ROW  left to right

Charrisse Navarro  Lights On! Administrator

Angie Toral  Administrator

ON THE COVER

MicroGrants is proud to be part of that 
support system. SHAADIA, who was referred 
to us by our partner Hired, is a great example 
of how we’re stronger together.

As part of her course requirements, Shaadia 
wanted to study abroad in New York to earn 
college credits while learning about her 
Islamic heritage and traditions. Her Hired 
counsel introduced her to MicroGrants and 
we were able to help cover costs of the trip so Shaadia could 
continue her education and learn about her heritage.

We are thrilled to partner with people with potential, like 
Shaadia, and grateful for Hired for making the connection.

I knew going into 
college that I had a 
strong support system. 
What I didn’t know was 
that my support system 
would be the reason  
I am graduating College 
in June 2022 with my 
BS degree in 
Communications.
SHAADIA
MicroGrants recipient 
Referred by Hired


